
Memory is a gift.

Ask any of us who experience increasing and 
accumulating numbers of “senior moments” and 
we’ll be happy to let you know how easy it is to forget 
names, commitments, dates, appointments, names, 
directions, addresses—did I say “names”?

Remembering is so important!  Without it we have 
no perspective.  Imagine driving without a rear 
view mirror?  Imagine not knowing where you’ve 
come from.  An old friend & opponent from my AYF 
Olympic days had a seizure while he was driving and 
ended up in a terrible accident.  He can remember 
life before the accident well, but literally nothing 
since.  When you visit, he lights up remembering our 
childhood.  But when you leave the room and return, 
it’s as if he hasn’t seen you for 40 years.

Remembering is a gift, a gift that needs to be nurtured.

Did you notice how many times the Apostle Paul 
refers to remembering in this short passage?  Four 
times in four verses!  The past—short-term or distant 
really matters.  It provides context for how we live 
and understand ourselves.  It guides our praying, our 
hopes, our relationships and our service!

That’s why I was so pleased with our 120th Anniversary 
Celebration last month.  We had the chance to look 
back.  Seeing the pictures of our most senior members, 
hearing Judge Steve Vartabedian reflect on his life in 
our church and hearing from some of our members 
who we don’t get to see every week was a gift!  Special 
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I thank God … as night & day I constantly remember 
you in my prayers.  Recalling your tears, I long to 
see you, so that I may be filled with joy.  I have been 
reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in 
your grandmother … and your mother … and, I am 
persuaded, now lives in you also. For this reason I 
remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is 
in you through the laying on of my hands.    
                2 Timothy 1:3-6

thanks to our 120th Anniversary Celebration team of 
Nelda Baker, Silva Emerian, Maryvonne Gagliardi, 
Sela Ghazarian, Debbie Kazarian, Arpi Keledjian, 
Bob Mangasarian, Elaine Rubio & Phil Tavlian for a 
job well done!!!

Dr. Gary McIntosh, in his book Look Back, Leap 
Forward, underscores the importance of the values 
of the past providing the foundation for future 
growth and vitality.  God has been so faithful to FAPC 
through so many faithful and faith-filled men and 
women.  He will remain faithful to us and promises 
to provide grace and gifting for us today to fulfill His 
purposes for us.

Frequently, I’m asked what I envision for our 
church.  What stands out most to me is that we are an 
extended family that cares about each other who’s always 
welcoming new people into the family.  I see us becoming 
a community that worships and serves together, expectant 
to see the Lord move among us as we gather.  I imagine 
a congregation in which every member has a ministry, 
where we’re teaming up together to reach out and serve.  
Imagine our church filled with members who experience a 
vibrant personal relationship with Christ bound together 
with each other to love God, love others and make disciples!

Some of this is new, but the core is who we’ve been 
for more than a century and a quarter!

As we move into Thanksgiving, stop and take the time 
to genuinely give thanks for all God’s good gifts and 
don’t forget our church!  Then offer yourself, your 
time, your resources, your insight and energy to the 
Lord so that your family and our church can become 
all that He desires!

Happy Thanksgiving!  Looking forward to seeing you 
all at the Merchants Lunch on Thursday, November 
9th in the Fellowship Hall!
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“To God Be the Glory!” was the theme as members and 
friends celebrated FAPC’s First 120 Years on Saturday 
evening, October 21.  Session Members greeted guests 
as they entered the beautifully-appointed Fellowship 
Hall.  The narthex was decorated with restored 
paintings, photographs, and artifacts drawn from the 
Centennial Archives.

Guests entered the main Hall and feasted on an array 
of Armenian appetizers while ten members of the 
FAPC Youth Groups performed instrumental music 
on the stage.  At the end of the mezza hour, Emcees 
Ronald Statler and Elaine (Tavlian) Rubio welcomed 
guests and introduced Senior Pastor Gregory Vahack 
Haroutunian, who offered the prayer of invocation.  
Guests enjoyed a New England Pot Roast Dinner 
prepared by Chef James Pardini and his team, with 
chocolate fountain treats, sumptuous layer cakes, 
and De Café coffee to round out the fare.

Following dinner, 
guests watched a 
video featuring 
120th Anniversary 
greetings from 
many dear senior 
members who 
were unable 
to attend the 
celebration.  The 
Emcees played a number of FAPC trivia games 
with the audience, offering candy prizes for correct 
answers.  Emcee Ron Statler vocalized the entire 
twelve-decade history of the congregation in a three-
minute Country and Western tune.

Members of the FAPC Youth Groups staged a “Parade 
of Pastors” by carrying photographs of FAPC’s first 
eleven pastors (Reverend Doctor Lysander Tower 
Burbank through Reverend Mgrdich Melkonian) all 
around the Hall.  Badveli Greg, our 12th Senior Pastor, 
completed the parade by standing behind an open 
picture frame.

The audience included a number of special guests: 
Former Associate Pastors Theodore D. Lyons, Jr. and 
his wife Dione, and David C. Hammelmann and his 
wife Gayle; newly-installed Pilgrim Church Senior 
Pastor Nerses Balabanian and his wife Sevan; Knar 
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Silas’ Sunday    
School Spotlight 

Student Spotlight #1:         
Lucas Adanalian
Age: 10
Grade: 5th

What is your favorite thing 
about Sunday School? 
“Singing.”

What is your favorite Bible 
story/character/verse? 
“Joshua 1:9”

What is something we may not know about you?
“I don’t have any video games.”

Student Spotlight #2:         
Annie Rubio
Class: Women’s

What is your favorite thing 
about Sunday School? 
“Fellowship & being with 
the women.”

What is your favorite Bible 
story/character/verse? “I’ve 
always loved the story of 
Esther.”
What is something we may not know about you?
“I’m very clumsy.”

Class Spotlight:       
3 & 4 Year Olds

Teacher(s): Abraham & Marine Tchaprasian and 
Rev. Razmig & Jennifer Minassian

Average # of students 
each week: 8

What are you 
studying this month?
“Jesus.”

Do you have a theme 
verse for this month’s 
lesson or year?
“Our theme is Chasing after God.”

What’s your favorite thing about this class?
“The kids are cute, energetic, and funny.”

Guekguezian, widow of FAPC’s 10th Senior Pastor, 
Bernard Asadoor Guekguezian; Nancy Avakian, 
widow of the AEUNA Minister to the Union, Karl 
Vartan Avakian; and FAPC Facilities Manager Susan 
Ruiz and her family.

Focusing on the past, 
Honorary Judge Steven 
M. Vartabedian offered a 
videotape remembrance 
of his earliest years in the 
FAPC Family.  Focusing on 
the present, new members 

Ara and Sose Catchatoorian and their family spoke 
about their experiences in the Church Family.

The audience 
then watched Ani 
Haroutunian’s video 
collage of photographs 
of 12 senior members 
who have been a part 
of the life of FAPC for 
between 60 and 78 years.  
The honorees included: 
Elaine Garo, Armene Bagdasarian, Irma Karabian, 
Pearl Lion, Isabelle Lion, Marion Melikian, Gerald 
Karabian, Elizabeth Shirinian, George Bagasarian, 
Mary Elia, Evelyn Babigian, and Margaret Harrison.  
Each senior member in attendance received a floral 
bouquet from a Youth Group member.

The evening concluded with a reading of Ephesians 
3: 20-21, the singing of “To God Be the Glory,” and 
the prayer of benediction of Badveli Greg.  As guests 
departed the Hall, they received copies of the newly-
published FAPC 120th Anniversary Photo Directory. 

More pictures from our 120th Celebration
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Deacon’s Corner
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Let’s go to church because JESUS will be there!

The Bible tells us in Acts 2:42, “They devoted 
themselves to the apostles teaching and to fellowship; 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  When I was 
a small child, I remember going to church with my 
mom and dad every Sunday morning. Right after 
church I couldn’t wait to go and buy a yummy cup 
cake and a bottle of cold coke from this little store 
that was across the street from the church, but that 
was not the reason why I loved going to church.  It is 
important to go to church and to grow spiritually.  I 
can think of many reasons why we should. 

• It’s a great place to Worship our creator, 
LORD THE FATHER. 
• It’s a place where we find PEACE and 
TRANQUILITY. 
• It’s EXCITING to go to church, YES it is. 
• The sweet Aroma of the HOLY SPIRIT will be 
present.
• We honor our Lord in heaven.
• It’s a place where we ask our Lord for forgiveness 
of our sins.
• It’s a place where we share the Lord’s supper.
• We study God’s word and have eternal hope.
• We encourage our pastors. 
• We fellowship with our friends and family and 
PRAY for one another. 
• Our children will know that the church is a 
priority in our lives.

• And of course OUR LORD JESUS will be there!

As your Deacon, I hope you find this encouraging to 
come to church and don’t forget to invite others.  

 “For where two or three gather in my name,                                                   
there am I with them.”

Mathew 18:20

 

First Armenian Presbyterian Church 
 

Ladies’ Gratitude 
Gathering 

 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

11:15am 

Lunch served at noon 

945 E. Windsor Circle, Fresno 
 

We have so much to be grateful for! Join us 
for lunch and fellowship as we share our 

thankfulness in all circumstances. 
 

“…always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Eph. 5:20) 

 

Please RSVP to Nelda 
at 434-6194 by November 12 

Men’s Fellowship Fall 
Dinners 2017
Nov 7, 2017

Plan ahead to join us!
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Evan Martin Nahigian, D.D.S., a graduate of the 
USC Ostrow School of Dentistry, was licensed 
by the California Board of Dentistry earlier this 
summer.  Evan is now engaged in the general practice 
of dentistry at 1569 West Shaw Avenue in Fresno.  
Congratulations Evan!

Reverend Doctor Vartkes Manuel Kassouni-- 
Ninth Senior Pastor of FAPC -- has published his 
autobiography.  The volume is entitled, “Points of Life: 
A Memoir and More.”  Copies of the new work may 
be purchased from Amazon.com or the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America Bookstore in 
Paramus, New Jersey.  For more details, please visit 
www.amaa.org/bookstore or call (201) 265-2607.

Our 2017 FAPC pictorial directory is completed. If 
you would like to arrange picking up your copy or 
have questions, please call Marisa at the church 
office,  559-237-6638 or Sandy Marashian at 559-930-
8896. Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE!
Our    annual Merchant’s 

Lunch is  
Thursday,November 

9th from 11am-2pm! 
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WINTER CAMP 2018

ABOVE
and

BEYOND
ephesians 3:14 -21

Weekend dates
College/Career -January 26 -28

juniors -February 2 -4

junior high -February 9 -11

high school -February 16 -18

or call us

For registeration and information visit

www.camparev.org/youth -camps/winter

818.507.0922 x2

How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live 
together in unity! 
     Psalm 133:1

God continues to do the 
impossible!  The LORD 
continues to reconcile 
the children of enemies 
in His Son Jesus Christ.  
Armenians and Turks 
embracing each other 
in Christ is actually 
becoming normal for 
us at First Armenian 
Presbyterian Church.  Five 
years ago, I never would 
have believed it!

ATPI, now the Armenian-Turkish Peace Initiative 
(we’ve moved beyond pastors!), continues to be a 
tool in the hand of God to glorify Jesus as the One 
who can reconcile and heal.  September 28 – October 
3, 2017, we had the privilege of hosting ten men & 
women who are key leaders in the growing Turkish 
Evangelical Church.  They came from Istanbul, Izmir, 
Ephesus and Antalya.  They asked for and received 
forgiveness and rejoiced in the love and grace that 
you extended to them.

They were thrilled to meet 
clergy and leaders from 
each of the Armenian 
churches in greater 
Fresno.  They watched 
the movie The Promise 
at Fresno State and 
engaged in meaningful 
dialogue with the 
Associate Producer, Carla 
Garapedian.   Saturday 
evening was a highlight 
with nearly two hundred people enjoying a delicious 
feast & fellowship!  In addition to having Pastor Vahan 
in our church, the rest of the team spoke at churches 
throughout the area on Sunday morning and Pastor 
Zekai even joined me to the Armenian Home!  Noelle 
Nightingale and Kathleen Chavoor-Bergen presented 
at a seminar hosted by the Armenian Students 

Organization at Fresno State on whether Forgiveness 
& Reconciliation is even possible.  Two of our Turkish 
brothers also responded to their material and they all 
fielded questions from a packed audience.

One major development, in addition to the 
engagement at CSUF was a luncheon hosted by 
Campus Bible Church & the West Fresno Ministerial 
Alliance.  With more than fifty pastors and church 
leaders in attendance we shared our journey of 
reconciliation.  They were deeply moved and spoke 
strongly of God’s ability to do the impossible and 
if He can bring Turks and Armenians together in 
Christ, then what are we, here in Fresno, waiting 
for?!  The local leaders called on our valley churches 
to overcome racial and neighborhood divisions that 
plague our community.

What God is 
a c c o m p l i s h i n g 
is now moving 
beyond the healing 
of our two peoples.  
Imagine how God 
can use our story, 
the narrative of our 
suffering, healing 
and reconciliation to call the church to greater unity!  
What a privilege to be a part of God’s kingdom! 

If you desire to support the ministry of ATPI, we urge 
you to go to “ATPI.online” to give financially and join 
in prayer.  God is continuing to do what only He can 
do in Christ!

Badveli Greg
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Upcoming Special Events 

First Friday Worship & Prayer   Nov 3
Men’s Fellowship Dinner    Nov 7
Merchants Lunch     Nov 9
AEYF Fall Retreat at PACC    Nov 10-12
Hunger Project     Nov 18
Office closed for Thanksgiving   Nov 23-24
Precious Members at Home Caroling   Dec 2
Angel Tree      Dec 9
Congregational Meeting    Dec 10
Christmas Program, 4pm    Dec 17
Christmas Sunday (No Christmas Eve Service) Dec 24

Teaching Elders:

Staff:
Suzy Artemyan, Church Administrator
Jesse Dunbar, Interim Music Ministry Director
Vera Darakjian, Armenian Ministries Pianist
Marisa Garza, Administrative Assistant &  
Nursery Attendant
Marine Frznlyan, Nursery Attendant
Susan Ruiz, Custodian

Church Office:
8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 

(M - F)
P: 559.237.6638
F: 559.237.9526

E: fapc@fapc.net

Hagop Afarian, Kenneth Bedrosian, Ed Esajian, Krikor Kalayjian,
Paul Koligian, Fernando Rubio, Dennis Shamlian, Ron Statler

Vera Darakjian, Silva Esajian, Maryvonne Gagliardi, Sela Ghazarian,
Sossy Haroutunian, Keith Harrison, Maria Kalayjian, Kohar Kojayan,
Bob Mangasarian, Anto Sakayan, Rita Shamlian, Varvara Sivas

Rev. Greg Haroutunian, Senior Pastor (badveli@fapc.net)
Rev. Mgo Mekredijian, Associate Pastor of Young Families’ Ministries (associate@fapc.net)
Rev. Phil Garo, Jr., Associate Pastor of Youth Ministries (pgaro@fapc.net)

Mosaix submissions
are due by the

15th of the month.
Please e-mail

information to
fapc3@fapc.net.

Ruling Elders:


