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That’s right!  That was the theme of Camp Arev 
this summer and the campers loved it!  They sang 
Christmas carols in worship and learned more about 
just who Jesus really is!  I was so excited to be there 
the Monday of High School week.  To see the young 
people experiencing the theme was a treat!

Once the camp had announced this focus, I was 
amazed how many other ministries—camping and 
otherwise—had adopted the same idea this summer.

All this has got me thinking about Christmas too!  I 
guess it’s never too early, right?  Some of you have 
already purchased gifts.  Some of you have even 
wrapped them too!  I imagine there’s more than a 
few of us who participated in “Prime Days” or “Black 
Friday in July” sales in the last several weeks.

Maybe you’ve already started thinking about 
Christmas too.  If you are though, I’m guessing it’s not 
in the same way they did at camp—about Jesus.  My 
guess is that our focus may be on the presents.

Did you know that Americans spent four hundred and 
fifty billion dollars on Christmas in 2016?  It was over 
$600,000,000,000 in 2017!  That’s not just presents; 
decorations, travel, personal “gifts” are included too.  
To put this into perspective, the Gross Domestic 
Product of Armenia is just over $11 billion; Lebanon, 
$51 billion.  Greece had $200 billion and even Saudi 
Arabia only had a GDP of 639 billion dollars.

Another perspective:  to provide clean water for 
the entire world, it would cost roughly $20 billion.  
Imagine every person on planet earth having access 
to clean, affordable drinking water!  According to 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), a child dies 

every minute from a water-related disease.  Every 
minute!

Maybe because it’s still July as I write this, maybe it’s 
because not even Costco has Christmas decorations 
for sale yet, I’m rethinking the whole point of 
Christmas.

Isn’t it supposed to be about Jesus?  How does 
spending billions of dollars on stuff honor His birth?  
How does my family spending hundreds of dollars 
on gifts honor Jesus, the anointed Lord and Savior 
of God?

“We’ve traded away the best story in the world for 
what’s on sale.”  

Ouch! That’s a quote from the website 
adventconspiracy.org.  I strongly urge you to take a 
look at their videos now so you can prepare yourself 
for the onslaught that overwhelms us right around 
Halloween.  If we’re going to truly honor and 
celebrate Christ’s birth, life, death and resurrection 
in 2018, we’re going to have to be counter-cultural 
and not just go with the flow.  We’re going to have to 
make up our minds to be followers of Christ in how 
we live, not just our Christmas greetings.

I like how the Advent Conspiracy movement 
challenges us:  Worship fully.  Spend less.  Give more.  
Love all.  Imagine what that would look like in your 
life.  In your family.  What would this look like in the 
life of our church?

As we pull back from the rush and the flow of 
“normal” Christmas, we make more room for Christ 
in our lives and He will come to dwell in us and with 
us.  I like the sound of that trade-off!

Let’s get started thinking from now what it would 
mean for us to take our resources and time to tell a 
much better Christmas story this year.

Merry CHRISTmas in August!!!

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 
keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 
the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.”              Luke 2:8-11

Badveli Greg



By serving others, we draw close to our Father in 
heaven and to whom we serve. I would like to invite 
our church members to serve in the ministry of 
ushering, greeting, and other areas in our church.  
Serving our church should not be a chore, but an 
investment for the Kingdom of God.

We each have our unique God given talents, skills 
and gifts. These blessings from God should be used 
to make a difference in our church. I love the story of 
Nehemiah in the Bible.  Don’t be afraid to step out of 
your comfort zone, just like Nehemiah did for God. 
There is a joy that comes along in serving Jesus. When 
we step out of our comfort zone, sacrifice our time, 
and become more involved in making a difference, 
we will then be happier and change for the better.  

Come share your love and enthusiasm for FAPC 
in greeting, ushering and welcoming newcomers, 
visitors and members. One day we will hear our 
Heavenly Father say, “well done my good and faithful 
servant.” Matthew 25:23
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Family Life News

Sela Ghazarian

Deacon’s Corner

“The Good Samaritan” was the theme of the June 30 
Maturing Men Breakfast in the Christian Education 
Building Fireside Room.  Reverend Ariel Y. Babikian, 
the 2018 Men’s Retreat Keynote Speaker, was the 
special guest at the breakfast. Men of all ages are 
welcomed to attend the Saturday morning gatherings.  
Future breakfasts will take place from 7 to 8:30 a.m. 
on August 18, September 29, October 27, November 
17, and December 29.  For more information, 
please e-mail Associate Pastor Mgo Mekredijian at 
mmekredijian@fapc.net or call (559) 237-6638.

“Abiding in Christ Daily” is the summer theme of the 
Friday Men’s Bible Study Luncheon Group.  The 
group meets most Fridays from noon to 1 p.m. in 
the Fireside Room Kitchen for a delicious meal and 
a practical study of the Old and New Testaments 
under the guidance of FAPC Senior Pastor Greg 
Haroutunian. Please call (559) 237-6638 or e-mail 
administration@fapc.net to be placed on the E-list 
for the Friday Men’s Bible Study Luncheon Group.

Camp Arev’s Summer 2018 theme was Christmas in 
July, and what a “holiday” it was! We spent three 
weeks celebrating Christ’s birth at Frazier Park. The 
Juniors (grades 3-5) got a special gift this “Christmas” 
when FAPC’s own Ron and Mitchel Statler surprised 
everyone with a hands-on candy cane making 
demonstration! Campers and counselors alike were 
mesmerized at how candy canes are made, from the 
bubbling sugar to stretching on the hook to adding 
the red and green stripes. What a fantastic way to 
share their talents for the pure delight of the children 
at Camp Arev! THANK YOU Ron and Mitchel!

Congratulations to Avedis Kachadourian, son of Ralph 
and Clarice Kachadourian, on earning a Kashian 
Family Foundation Scholarship for study abroad.  A 
history major at CSU Fresno, Avedis is spending the 
2018 Summer Term at the American University of 
Armenia in Yerevan.

Mark your calendars:
Sunday School resumes with Rally Sunday Breakfast Sept 9, 9:15am
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The Daily Vacation Bible School (DVBS) has been one of the important ministries of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Nor Marash in Bourdj Hammoud, Lebanon. It is a great opportunity for the church to gather children 
for four weeks and teach them lessons from the Bible, Christian songs and do various indoor and outdoor 
activities and take them on day-trips they could never do on their own.

I praise God for the blessing he gave us this year to start the DVBS on our church campus on July 2. The DVBS 
ended on July 27. The theme of the DVBS was The Armor of God from the epistle of the Ephesians (6:10-17) 
and the Bible lessons were prepared by Mrs. Kayane Messerlian. The number of children was around 110. The 
children started their day by worship, singing songs, learning a Psalm and then listening to the Bible lesson. 
Each child had his own workbook which included worksheets on the Bible lessons. After the spiritual lesson, 
they participated in different activities including clubs, handcraft, games, swimming and sports.  Also every 
Friday they had trips to various places throughout Lebanon. 

The DVBS team included 15 members who served these children wholeheartedly. I pray that God will bless 
this children and lead them in His Holy Word. On behalf of our church we want to thank you for your generous 
support for the last three years.

Rev. Raffi Messerlian
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NAME (list all attendees): 
     
ADDRESS:

TEL:

EMAIL:

#OF KIDS/ADULTS ($35)  #OF KIDS (0-4) (FREE)  TOTAL 
(5 & up) 

                      
(Please put on memo line: Family Camp)    GRAND TOTAL $

***$125.00 maximum cost per family***
$35 per person (Ages 5 & up)

All Church-ONE DAY
Family Retreat

August 25 at Calvin Crest
REGISTRATION FORM

If  you have any questions regarding Family Camp:
Badveli Mgo, associate@fapc.net (559.237.6638)

Life-stages and ages.  The burdens we bear, our brokenness and bruises are not to be endured alone 
in shame, fear, or confusion. Whether we are struggling in our parenting, caring for aging parents, 

difficulties in our marriages, or floundering in our faith, there is hope in the heavy. We want to be 
praying alongside you, laughing with you, crying with you, caring for you, and, as a community, stand with you 
whatever you’re facing. Anonymously, if  you want to highlight something on this piece of  paper and then mail 
it in or even drop it in the offering plate, please do so. We would like to be praying for these things at the Family 

Retreat, as well as a church family. 

“If  you only knew...
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Upcoming Special Events 

Armenian Home Visit    Aug 5
Maturing Men Breakfast    Aug 18
One-Day Family Retreat    Aug 25
Armenian Home Visit    Sept 2
Rally Sunday Breakfast    Sept 9
Merchant’s Lunch     Nov 8

Teaching Elders:

Staff:
Suzy Artemyan, Church Administrator
Jesse Dunbar, Interim Music Ministry Director
Vera Darakjian, Armenian Ministries Pianist
Marine Frznlyan, Administrative Assistant,  
Nursery Attendant
Marisa Garza, Nursery Attendant
Susan Ruiz, Custodian

Church Office:
8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 

(M - F)
P: 559.237.6638
F: 559.237.9526

E: fapc3@fapc.net

Dr. Hagop Afarian, Ed Esajian, Krikor Kalayjian, Paul Koligian, Fernando 
Rubio, Dr. Dennis Shamlian, Ron Statler

Vera Darakjian, Silva Esajian, Maryvonne Gagliardi, Sela Ghazarian,                                            
Keith Harrison, Maria Kalayjian, Kohar Kojayan, Bob Mangasarian, 
Karine Martirosyan, Rita Shamlian, Varvara Sivas

Rev. Greg Haroutunian, Senior Pastor (badveli@fapc.net)
Rev. Mgo Mekredijian, Associate Pastor of Young Families’ Ministries (associate@fapc.net)

Mosaix submissions
are due by the

15th of the month.
Please e-mail

information to
fapc3@fapc.net.

Ruling Elders:


