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Love God. Love Others. Make Disciples.

“26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of  
God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 27 

Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the 
seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know 
how. 28 All by itself  the soil produces grain—Þ rst 
the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the 
head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the 
sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”  

Mark 4:26-29 (NIV2011)

  That starts here!  We want to grow, as 
our mission statement says, into a church that 
cultivates a community of  disciple-makers 
who share the reconciling love of  Christ with 
Armenians, their families and neighbors.
 As beautiful as growth is—whether in 
creation or our spiritual lives, however, it’s not 
without change and challenge.  I loved how Mark 
Messick, one of the presenters said it, “We all 
have our ‘comfort zone,’ where we don’t have to 
change, our ‘panic zone,’ where we are pushed 
beyond our capacity, and our ‘groan zone,’ (I 
spelled it “grow-n” in my notes) where we’re 
growing and being stretched and challenged.”  
 Living as a disciple of  Jesus, committed 
to following Jesus, being changed by Jesus, 
and being on mission with Jesus is definitely 
in the “groan/grow-n zone” because moment 
by moment and decision by decision we are 
choosing His will over our own desires.  What 
is incredible about our growth in Christ is that it 
is seen most obviously in our relationships with 
others.  As we adopt more and more of  Jesus’ 
priorities and reflect more and more on His 
character in our relationships, it is unmistakable!  
“When they saw the courage of  Peter and John and 
realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, 
they were astonished and they took note that these 
men had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13) 
 As we each grow in trust and in faithfulness 
to Jesus, the beauty of Jesus Christ will become 
more and more evident in our lives and in the life 
of  our church.  Lift up your eyes!  The kingdom 
of  God is expressing itself  among us!  Join us 
in the “grow-n zone” and express your love for 
Jesus in relationship with each other!
 See you at the Memorial Day Picnic!!!

     Because He lives,
           

Badveli Greg   

 
 Watching the vines, trees, roses, flowers and 
bushes grow sometimes takes my breath away.  I 
absolutely LOVE spring!  Growing up on a farm, 
spring was my favorite time of  year, watching the 
buds burst through in bright green.  Anytime the 
roads are slightly elevated from the vineyards, I 
drink in the beauty.  It looks like a sea of  bright 
green!
 Of course, that’s changing now.  You can 
see the fruit beginning to grow and, in no time, 
we’ll be enjoying the abundance of  our valley.  
Our farmers work hard and the land produces an 
amazing harvest!
 Jesus told a parable about the kingdom in 
which the seed sprouts and grows as the farmer 
sleeps and rises.  “All by itself  the soil produces grain 
…” (Mark 4:28a) When God plants the seed of  
the Gospel in our lives and we receive it by faith, 
when we trust in Christ and follow Him as our 
rabbi & Lord, He brings growth to our lives.  As 
we change and become more and more like Him, 
there’s no question that He’s the One making the 
change within us.
 Back in March we hosted a Relational 
Discipleship Network “DiscipleShift 1” 
conference for about thirty of  our members.  Our 
goal is to equip and empower more and more 
of  our church to engage in Jesus’ call to make 
disciples who make disciples. 
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FAPC Missions CommiƩ ee Update 

May 2023
 The Missions CommiƩ ee wants you to know that it is with pure joy that we serve our great God and the 
Body of Christ at FAPC. Missions and Evangelism are at the heart of the Great Commission.

          
“What is a Real ChrisƟ an?” 

Myth #5:

                  Giving to Others Makes You a ChrisƟ an
 Many of us were taught since childhood to give 
a porƟ on of our income to charity or to the church. 
Wheteher rich or poor, we feel it’s our “ChrisƟ an” 
duty. 
 Even Prince Charles, Heir to the briƟ sh throne, 
says he feels a “duty to do something” so that “in 
some way I can make life a liƩ le less sƟ nky for some 
people.” So he donates part of his wealth to worthy 
causes.  And that’s commendable.  But that’s not 
what makes somebody a ChrisƟ an.

Yes, ChrisƟ ans give to others. More than most 
anyone else, they help the needy and less fortunate. 
But you can give away evertying you own and sƟ ll 
not be a ChrisƟ an.

Below are your current 2023 FAPC Missions 

CommiƩ ee Members:
*Paul Haroutunian, Elder Director

*Nelda Baker, Vice Chair  
*Jay Khushigian  

*Elaine Rubio 
*Rev. Gregory Haroutunian (ex offi  cio)

Missions



Deacon’s Corner

Our Deacon team will periodically be highlighting FAPC congregants and would love to have you 
participate.  Please enjoy this month’s “Center Stage”.



FAPC Events



FAPC Community

 Loma Linda University School of Medicine has selected Ara Anspikian, 
M.D. as the new Chairperson of the Department of Psychiatry.  Dr. Ara joined the 
School of Medicine faculty in 2012 and currently serves as Assistant Professor of 
Psychiatry.  He is the son of Karekin and the late Alidz (Matossian) Anspikian, 
longtime FAPC Administrative Assistant.  Dr. Ara was educated at Fresno Pacifi c 
University and the Medical School of Loma Linda University, a Christ-centered 
university in San Bernardino County dedicated to mission-focused learning through 
the integration of health, science, and faith.  He completed several fellowships at the 
UCLA Semel Institute for Neuroscience and has served as President of the Southern 
California Society of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry.  

 Congratulations to Dr. Tamar Sevajian, LMFT on the publication of her new work: "Grief & Restoration: A Guide 
for the Christian Griever after a Signifi cant Loss."  In Grief and Restoration, Dr. Tamar off ers an eight-week program 
combining Christian faith with evidence-based interventions empirically shown to be eff ective for processing grief. She 
presents a step-by-step plan to help the griever achieve healing and wholeness after the loss of a loved one. The book 
includes an application portion, as well as an action plan for each week.  A graduate of Fuller Theological Seminary and 
Northcentral University, Tamar is a certifi ed grief counselor in private practice at The Huis Center with outreach to the 
communities of Los Angeles and Fresno Counties.  Her new book is available through Amazon.com, WestBow Press, 

Target, and Christian Book Distributors (CBD).  

 The Session received the following new members 
into the Congregation of First Armenian Presbyterian 
Church during the Worship Services on Sunday, April 9 
and 16:   A local church consists of all those professing 
Christians who, along with their children, are associated 
together to live their faith, to worship together, and who 
seek individually and jointly to serve the Lord in witness 
and service.  The Session and Congregation welcome 
these New Members into the Church Family!

*Souna Katanjian     *Talin Magoulian     *Tyson Nunes     
*Mariam Oganesian    *Jacci Rustigan     *Ryan Rustigan     

*Nyree Shishmanian     *Eddy Thurber

 Welcome Ara Catchatoorian to the FAPC 
team!  Thank you for brining your additional 
talents into our church.

*Website Design  *Social Media  *Marketing



Community Events

 Christian Recording Artist Jordan Feliz will 
highlight the Fresno Rescue Mission's 2023 Mission 
Night Out on May 20.  The dinner event will take place 
from 5 to 9 p.m. at Clovis Hills Church, 10590 North 
Willow Avenue in Clovis.  Please call (559) 268-0839 for 
ticket information.

 The Armenian Genocide was 
commemorated on April 24, 2023.  It was the 
108th remembrance and the City recognized 
this with a fl ag raising ceremony at Fresno City 
Hall.

 In 1915, Ottoman Turkey perpetrated 
a genocide against Armenians and other 
Christians in the Empire. Approximately 1.5 
million Armenians perished in the Genocide.

 A diff erent type of genocide against 
Armenians is being perpetrated today by the 
government of Azerbaijan and its ally, Turkey. 
This time it’s occuring in Artsakh, through 
deprivation including starvation.

                Dൺඍൾ:  Mൺඒ 18, 2023 - Mൺඒ 19, 2023
                Lඈർൺඍංඈඇ: Fංඋඌඍ Pඋൾඌൻඒඍൾඋංൺඇ Cඁඎඋർඁ Fඋൾඌඇඈ



Community Events

 Paul J. Kasparian, Jr., onetime member of the FAPC Chancel 
Choir, passed away on April 4, 2022 at the age of 89.  Paul's family 
announced his passing on the one-year anniversary of his demise.  
A native of San Francisco, Paul grew up in Fresno and Sanger and 
attended local schools.  In 1954, he graduated from the University 
of California College of Pharmacy and earned a Merck Award at 
Commencement.  He served as a Captain in the United States Army 
and was a Registered Pharmacist in California for 64 years.  Paul 
was also a professional musician for most of his life, leading and 
performing with such groups as the Rhythm-Aires and Sunnyside Jazz 
Band.  He was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Audrey (Arden 
Allen) Kasparian, his parents, Paul and Eva (Garabedian) Kasparian, 
and his brother, Douglas Kasparian.  He is survived by his sons, Dean 
and Clint, and grandsons, Paul E., Benjamin, Christopher, and Noah.

Our Condolences

 Frazier Park, CA - On Saturday, April 1, 2023, Camp Arev held its First Annual Camp Arev Soccer Tournament.  
The tournament consisted of 6 competing churches at the camp’s newly constructed artifi cial-turf soccer fi eld surrounded 
by breathtaking views of the snow-capped Frazier Park Mountain range.  The churches in attendance included FAPC, 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church (North Hollywood), Armenian Evangelical Church of Hollywood, United Armenian 
Congregational Church (Los Angeles), and 2023 tournament winners, Armenian Christian Outreach (Pasadena) with an 
8-4 victory.  

 The teams consisted of a maximum roster of 15 male and female players (9 fi eld players, with up to 6 substitutes).  
Each team was guaranteed to play two seed matches, with winners moving on to a semi-fi nal and fi nal match.  FAPC’s 
roster consisted of 11 players including  team captain and goalie, Garo Minassian, Badveli Razmig Minassian, Eddy 
Thurber, Hagop Catchatoorian, Ara Catchatoorian, Anto Sakayan, Hovig Zenian, Miko Khatchatryan, Jireh Mukawa, 
Richy Romano, and Rudy Vanegas.

 For the fi nalists, FAPC being one, this was a grueling day of endurance, pure determination, and prayer (for 
strength) as it required playing four matches at a higher-than-normal altitude (5,000ft) in ONE day… not to mention, 
having to drive round-trip to camp.  Our team did not come home victorious with a shiny golden trophy,  but as scripture 
says, “…thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” – 1 Corinthians | 15:57. This was an 
amazing weekend of Christian fellowship and a great opportunity for our youth and adults to connect with our church 
families in a fun and healthy way.  Until next year…
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Return Service Requested

Cඁඎඋർඁ Oൿൿංർൾ Hඈඎඋඌ: Mඈඇൽൺඒ - Fඋංൽൺඒ 8:30 A.M. - 2:30 P.M.     Pඁඈඇൾ: (559) 237-6638      Fൺඑ: (559) 237-9526

Teaching Elder:    Rev. Greg Haroutunian; Badveli@fapc.net
Ruling Elders:     Dr. Hagop Afarian, Paul David Bedrosian, Rev. Paul Haroutunian,
      Kalem Kazarian and Rev. Razmig Minassian 
Deacons:     Noelle NighƟ ngale, Sandra Marashian, Maral Afarian, Richard Biƫ  kofer, Rita Barsamian, Ara & Sossy              
                               Catchatoorian, Edward & Silva Esajian, Simon Kalebjian, Janik & Mariam Oganesyan, Ando & Kinsey Sivas
Staff  Team:     Church Administrator: Jacci RusƟ gan, Jacci@fapc.net; Financial Assistant: Araz Ghazarian, Araz@fapc.net; MarkeƟ ng, Ara  
     Catchatoorian, Ara@fapc.net; Custodian: Susan Ruiz;  Music Director: Rev. Razmig Minassian, Razmig@camparev.org; Youth  
     Director: Eddy Thurber, Media Director: Frank Kazarian; Media Technician: Brandon Petrie; Nursery AƩ endants: Anna  
     Arakelian and Marine Frnzlyan 

May 2023
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

30 1 2 3 4 5 6
Prayer Bridal Room 9:30 A              
Worship Service 10:30 A    

Women’s Bible Studies                
Family Fellowship 6:45 P

Men’s Bible Study 12P        National Day of Prayer
Women’s Bible Study 
Fireside 9:45 A                
Family Fellowship 7P 

Mommy & Me 9:45AM   
 CE Building

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Prayer Bridal Room 9:30 A             
Communion Service 10:30 A               
Armenian Family 12:30P
Youth Group 12:30P

Women’s Bible Studies                
Family Fellowship 6:45 P

Men’s Bible Study 12P      Women’s Bible Study 
Fireside 9:45 A                
 Family Fellowship 7P 
Zoom

Young Families Bible 
Study; 6:00PM Fireside

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Prayer Bridal Room 9:30 A              
Worship Service 10:30 A    
Youth Group 12:30P

Women’s Bible Studies                
Family Fellowship 6:45 P

Men’s Bible Study 12P        
24/7 Prayer 7PM Fireside

Presbytery of the Pacifi c
Women’s Bible Study 
Fireside 9:45 A                 
Family Fellowship 7P 

Presbytery of the Pacifi c
Mommy & Me 9:45AM   
 CE Building

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Prayer Bridal Room 9:30 A             
Communion Service 10:30 A             
Youth Group 12:30P                 
Armenian Home 1:45P

Women’s Bible Studies                
Family Fellowship 6:45 P

Men’s Bible Study 12P        
Budget & Finance
Personnel Committee

Women’s Bible 
Study Fireside 9:45 A                 
Family Fellowship 7P 
Zoom

28 29 30 31 1 2 3
Prayer Bridal Room 9:30 A              
Worship Service 10:30 A    
Youth Group 12:30P

Memorial Day Picnic Women’s Bible Studies                
Family Fellowship 6:45 P
Session

Men’s Bible Study 12P     Women’s Bible Study 
Fireside 9:45 A              
Family Fellowship 7P 
Zoom
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