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EPC Leadership Training Guide 
https://epconnect.org/wp-content/uploads/Files/4-Resources/5-Downloadable-EPC-Resources/B-
Training-Manuals-Study-Guides/LeadershipTrainingGuide.pdf 
 
Theology (57-72) 
The Bible (45-55) 
 
 
 
For Further Study 
 
Evidence for the Bible (Clive Anderson & Brian Edwards) [archaeological evidence] 
Evidence that Demands a Verdict (Josh McDowell) [Old and New Testament verification] 
The Inspiration of the Scriptures (Lorraine Boettner) 
Systematic Theology (Charles Hodge) 
Systematic Theology (Louis Berkhoff) 
The Doctrine of God (Herman Bavinck) 
Essential Truths of the Christian Faith (R.C. Sproul) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://epconnect.org/wp-content/uploads/Files/4-Resources/5-Downloadable-EPC-Resources/B-Training-Manuals-Study-Guides/LeadershipTrainingGuide.pdf
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Revelation 
 
 
I. Knowing God 

 

 
 
Theology - what is it and why do we need it? 

 
 

 

What does it mean to know God? 
• Comprehend fully? (1 Corinthians 13:12) 

 
• Simply to know that He exists? (Deism) 

 
• Understanding and Intimacy 

Ephesians 1:17 - ginoskw, both understanding and intimacy  
 

 

 
 
II. Revelation 
 

A. Revelation in General 
 

 
 
 

 
B. General Revelation 

 

What does an atheist believe?  An agnostic? (Psalm 14:1) 
But God has revealed Himself in nature (Natural Revelation - mediate) 

Psalm 19:1-2 - nature doesn’t reveal the specifics about who God is and how we can 
know Him - just says He exists (no such thing as proofs for God, but evidences) 

God has made Himself known to all men 
Psalm 19:3-4 
Romans 1:18-20  
 

God has also revealed Himself to us directly (immediate) 
Romans 2:12-16 

 
General revelation is not enough to tell us who God is and how we can know Him. 

 
 



 
C. Special Revelation 

 

Special revelation is when God reveals Himself in ways apart from and above His normal 
means through nature. 
How has God done this? 
1.  Theophanies or visible manifestations of God 

Visible manifestations: 
fire and clouds (Exodus 3:2; 33:9; Psalm 78:14; 99:7) 
stormy winds (Job 38:1; Psalm 18:10-16) 
still small voice (1 Kings 19:12) 
Theophanies: 
Genesis 16:13; 31:11 
Exodus 23:20-23 
Daniel 3:24-25 
Malachi 3:1 

2.  Direct Communications 
3.  Miracles 
4.  The Incarnation (John 1:1-5, 14) 

Hebrews 1:1-3 
5.  Scripture 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
He has given us everything we need to know Him and follow Him. 
“The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, and what 
duty God requires of man.” (WSC, Q3) 

 
Although nature is insufficient to tell us about how to know God, He has not left us 
without a way!   He has given us His Son and His Word!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scripture 
 
 
A.  Introduction:  The Nature of Arguments 

 
All arguments are by their very nature circular. 
 
 
 
3 Evidences for Trusting the Bible: 

→ Internal Witness of the Scriptures 
→ External Witness to the Scriptures 
→ Internal Witness of the Holy Spirit 
 

B.  The External Witness to the Scriptures 
i. Historicity 

 

There are many archaeological accounts of true historical record of the things written in the 
bible. There are also other documents that corroborate the Old and New testaments. 
See the books mentioned above 
 

ii. Documentation 
 

“Altogether there are probably available today over 5,000 handwritten manuscript copies of 
portions of the New Testament in Greek and at least 15,000 more in other languages.” 
Morris, Henry M.. “Many Infallible Proofs: Evidences for the Christian Faith” 
See attached chart: CARM HANDOUTS 

 
C.  The Internal Witness to the Scriptures 

i. The Word of God = The Breath of God 
 God-breathed vs. Inspired (2 Timothy 3:16) 

Not simply inspired (like an artist) 
The actual words of God! 

“Scriptures said” = “God said” 
Romans 9:17 - (Exodus 9:16) 
Galatians 3:8 - (Genesis 12:1-3) 

“Someone said” = “God said” 
The NT writers attributed words of others to God because they are written in the OT 
Hebrews 3:7 (Psalm 95:7) 
Acts 4:24-25 (Psalm 2:1) 
Matthew 19:4-5 (Genesis 2:24) 
Acts 13:34-35 (Isaiah 55:3; Psalm 16:10) 
Hebrews 1:6 (Deuteronomy 32:43; Psalm 104:4; Psalm 45:6) 
 



ii. The Word of Man = The Word of God 
Co-Authorship, yet God’s Word (2 Peter 1:21) 

Moved/Carried along (Paul in the storm: Acts 27:15, 17) 
Not like John Smith - very words given - but God made sure the right words were 
written 
We see the same in the NT - the writers actually wrote their own words, but the Holy 
Spirit guided them as they wrote (John 14:26) 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 
2 Peter 3:15-16 
 
 
 
 

iii. The Testimony of Jesus 
• Jesus testified to the OT being reliable as the Word of God 

Matthew 4:1-11 (Temptation) 
Mark 11:15-17  (support of His actions) 
Matthew 5:18 (the law will not pass away) 

• Jesus life was a fulfillment of the OT 
Luke 4:18-19 (Spirit is upon me, Isaiah 61:1-2) 
Matthew 11:3- (“Are you he?” - “See what the Bible says & compare) 
His crucifixion (many Scriptures) 
Luke 24:25-27 (Jesus explained about Himself from the Scriptures) 

• Jesus endorsed the NT 
Apostles - 2 qualifications 

Witness of Jesus resurrection 
Acts 1:21-26 (21-22) 
1 Corinthians 9:1 

Chosen by Jesus for the task 
Matthew 28:18-20 
Acts 9:1-9 (for Paul) 

Holy Spirit promised to give apostles words to say & write (John 14:26; 16:12-14) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



iv. The Interpretation of Scripture 
 

Context is Key 
 

• Literary Context 
o Law 
o History 
o Poetry 
o Wisdom 
o Prophecy 
o Parable/Allegory 
o Didactic/Instruction 
o Narrative/Story 
o Discourse/Speaking 

 
 
 
 

• Cultural Context 
o Historical (Dates/Times) 
o Cultural (People/Places) 
o Grammatical (Words/Sayings/Expressions) 

 
 
 
 

• Scriptural Context 
o Immediate Passage 
o Book or Letter 
o Scripture as a Whole 
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